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Chairperson’s Report 2018
‘Time flies when one is having a good time.’ It is said
that clichés become clichés because they are true and
I can hardly believe that my time as Chairperson of
ARIS is rapidly coming to a close.
However the past twelve months would not have been
as enjoyable and productive as they have been without
the staunch and reliable support, not to forget talent,
of the wonderful committee team that we have here in
ARIS.
Because of this fulcrum of support it has been possible
to organise and bring to fruition many of the exciting
outings we’ve all enjoyed this
year and the number of guest
speakers who graced us with their
enthusiasm and knowledge.
For keeping a record of all these
events, of course, I have to extend
my sincere thanks to the inimitable
Ger Dowling/Secretary and
Treasurer.

Our outings this year included our visit to the Nano
Nagle Heritage Centre and our very interesting trip
to The Coming Home Exhibition in The Art Centre
in Skibbereen, where we yet again learned a hugely
important and crucial pocket of the vast history of our
small Atlantic island. We then retired to Mary Ann’s
restaurant in Castletownshend for a very enjoyable
lunch, followed by musical entertainment. I thank them
all for their friendly, unfailing welcome which always
adds that little bit of extra magic to the event.
On the 5th September I had a meeting with the
Artistic Director of The Cork Arts Theatre, Ms Dolores
Mannion, regarding a Theatre
Outing for our group. This was
duly brought to fruition by a
showing of the First Act of the well
known play SHIRLEY VALENTINE.
What a performance! This was
followed by a very enjoyable lunch
served in the Foyer.
It needs to be said that none of
these events would be possible
without support from our friends
in The Insurance Institute of Ireland
and The Life Insurance
Association. Our gratitude also
extends to our supporters of
The Brick Wall.

During the year we had the
pleasure of listening to Michael
Grainger’s wonderful exposition
of the Camino Trail and I think it
sparked a bit of resolve in some of
our more adventurous members to
attempt the adventure themselves
sometime. Watch this space!
Flor Hurley spoke with great
erudition and enthusiasm on
Archaeology,and we also had the privilege of having
the wonderful Irish writer, our own Cork-born Alice
Taylor, speak of times past when the world was a
gentler place and the security of home was upheld by
the stanchion of family, friends and good neighbours.

I will also take this opportunity to
say a very sincere thank you to all
our members in ARIS who have
made my tenure as Chairperson
such an enjoyable and memorable one. I wish every
success to Mary McGrath, our Chairperson for 2019.
I have no doubt she will find it as exciting and
rewarding as I have. I wish each and every one of
you peace in your hearts and minds at Christmas
and always.
‘BEIR BUA AGUS BEANNACHT!’

Margaret Griffin
Chairperson
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aris diary of events 2018
DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS LUNCH

L to R: John Boylan (DGC), Finbarr Moloney (ARIS Chair 2017), Pat O’Sullivan (CEO LIA), Finbarr and Mary McGrath

complimentary in his praise of ARIS and stressed
the important role it played in maintaining contact
with former members of the Insurance Institute. He
was honoured to be present and took the opportunity
to hand their annual subvention cheque to the Chair
Finbarr Moloney.

L to R: Eamon Downey (competition winner), William Sullivan
(President Insurance Institute of Cork), Pat O’ Sullivan (CEO
LIA), Finbarr Moloney (ARIS Chair 2017), Margaret Griffin
(ARIS Vice Chair 2017), Finbarr Garrett and John Boylan
(DGC).

The 2016 magazine had a competition to name the
three horsemen in an old black & white photo, the
prize being a bottle of Jameson whiskey, kindly
sponsored by Pat Twomey (RIP), who featured in
the photograph. The winning entry was from Eamon
Downey and he was presented with his prize by
Maurice Griffin, on behalf of Pat Twomey. Eamon
entertained the members with his rendition of
“The night the Goat broke loose on Grand Parade”.

Once again, the ARIS Christmas lunch was enjoyed
by members and their spouses, a great turnout of
73, and all were well looked after by the fantastic
Douglas Golf Club staff.

Chair Finbarr thanked the previous chair, Finbarr
Garrett and made the usual presentation as a
memento and in appreciation of work done on
the members’ behalf.

Chair Finbarr welcomed special guests Pat O’
Sullivan (CEO Life Insurance Association), William
Sullivan (President Insurance Institute of Cork, John
Boylan (President Douglas Golf Club) and his wife
Carol, and Eamon Downey (competition winner).
Pat O’Sullivan was delighted to represent the L.I.A
for the first time at an ARIS lunch. He welcomed the
opportunity to congratulate ARIS on the services
they provide for retired personnel in the Insurance
sector. He thanked Finbarr Moloney as Chairperson
for the invitation to attend and expressed the
wish that retired LIA members in the region would
become members of this vibrant association. He
was also delighted to see Finbarr McGrath and
Kieran Canniffe present and playing such an active
role on the committee. They were both amongst the
founding members of the L.I.A., including the late
Michael Sheehan (RIP) and Brian Monahan. Pat, then
on behalf of the L.I.A. presented a cheque to Finbarr
Moloney, Chairperson, to assist with the annual
running costs of ARIS. This was warmly greeted.
William Sullivan, as President of II Cork, was most
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Finbarr Moloney, Chair 2017, presenting his memento of 2016,
to Finbarr Garrett, Chair 2016.

L to R: Tom & Margaret Potts and Margaret & Pat Sheehan.

L to R: Eamon Downey, William Sullivan and Carol Boylan.

L to R: Angela McCan, Matt Walsh and Fionnuala
O’Callaghan.

L to R: Tony Brooks, Noel Dillon, Michael Ryan and
Brendan Boylan.

L to R: John O’Riordan, Hilary Crowley and John
Packham.

Lunch orders being taken!

L to R: Seamus Lantry, John Forde and Gemma Cashell.
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JANUARY: 2018 AGM

Next AGM: AGM 2019
Thursday, January, 17th 2019,
11.00am, Douglas Golf Club.
FEBRUARY “Camino de Santiago”
Michael Grainger

ARIS committee members L to R: Finbarr Garrett, Mary
McGrath, Margaret Griffin, Finbarr Moloney (Chair) Finbarr
McGrath and Ger Dowling (Secretary/Treasurer).

There was a good attendance at the 2018 AGM.
A number of apologies were received. Members
were welcomed by Chairperson Finbarr Moloney.
The minutes and various reports were read out and
all adopted by the members. The new committee
was elected, many of the existing committee
agreeing to be re-appointed and a small number
of new members joined the committee.
Margaret Griffin was elected chairperson and Mary
McGrath was elected deputy chair. Ger Dowling was
elected Secretary / Treasurer, and the association is
lucky to have the continued service of Ger, with his
great organisation skills.

In February, members had a very interesting
and entertaining presentation on the Camino de
Santiago-the old, and now very popular pilgrimage
trail-presented by Michael Grainger, who has been
providing a variety of guided Camino walks since
2004. There are various pilgrimage trails around the
world, including in Ireland. There was an upsurge in
pilgrimages in the middle ages. There are various
routes in Spain, the main one being the northern route
from France to Santiago. Most of the routes are a
combination of forest tracks and minor country roads.
It is essential that you have the right gear - good
walking footwear and socks, rain gear, water, first aid
kit and walking poles are useful too.
Michael’s presentation may have even encouraged
some members to consider walking the Camino!

Finbarr Moloney passing the chain of office to Margaret Griffin.

The reports from Tony Brooks, Golf Secretary, on the
golf outings show the golf society is very popular.
Donal O’Leary was appointed Golf Captain for 2018.
Colm Coffey was thanked for his assistance in
auditing the accounts and he was appointed auditor
for the coming year.
The AGM was followed as usual by coffee, tea,
biscuits and chat, downstairs in Douglas Golf Club.
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Michael Grainger with chairperson Margaret Griffin.

MARCH: the March event was
cancelled due to the “Beast from
the East!”

APRIL: “The Way We Were”
Alice Taylor

Michael Grainger with chairperson Margaret Griffin.

In April, we were graced with well known local author,
Alice Taylor. Her first book, ‘To School Through The
Fields’, was published in 1988, and was the biggest
selling book ever published in Ireland. She has
published at least 20 books since that first best
seller. She gave a very interesting presentation
on her life and writings and read some sections
from one of her books.
Referring to the recent weather conditions, when
the country was brought to a standstill by the heavy
snows, Alice chuckled at the reports of bakeries and
shops being sold out of bread due to panic buying.
“During the Big Snow of 1947”, she reminisced,
“we were snowbound for several months, not weeks,
and we got by. In those days living in the countryside
meant you bought your supplies in bulk. Tea came
in chests, flour came in hundredweight bags.
We had plenty of turf stacked in the yard, and
no shortage of water. We baked our own bread,
made our tea, and amused ourselves at home
until the weather improved.” Crisis? What crisis?
Among the audience was Declan Hassett, the author
and playwright, and former Arts Editor of The Irish
Examiner, who complemented Alice on her
presentation and her literary achievements over
the years.

Where’s the snowplough when you need one?

A section of the attentive audience!
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MAY: “Defending Cork 1500-1945” Flor Hurley, Archaeologist
A talk, the “The Defences of Cork through the Ages”, was
given to ARIS, at Douglas Golf Club, on Thursday 3rd May
2018 by Flor Hurley, independent archaeologist.
The various types of fortifications erected in the city were
outlined and its approaches from the earliest times to
the recent past. The reason why defences were erected
in Cork, Corcaigh-the Great Marsh of Munster, was the
presence of a crossing point here, the lowest on the
River Lee. Nothing is known about any defences in the
immediate Cork area in the prehistoric period, if any
existed. Although in the Early Medieval period many ring
forts or defensible farms were present in the city area
none of these survive today but place names record
their presence in the past. Liscotekin is named as being
near the top of Barrack Street in the 14th century. More
powerful individuals, whether chiefs or kings, had larger
ring forts. One of these was known from at least the
twelfth century as the ‘old fort’ or Sean Dún – the modern
Shandon. This was the seat of the MacCarthy Kings
of Cork.
The arrival of the Anglo-Normans in the Cork area in
the late twelfth century resulted in the enclosure of the
southern large island near the monastery of St. Finbarr
with a stone wall. This walled the area from the modern
South Gate Bridge to Castle Street/Liberty Street. A small
section of this wall can be seen in Bishop Lucey Park
on the Grand Parade. The large northern island, known
as Dungarvan was also enclosed in the late fourteenth
century. No large castle was built in Cork like the castles
in Dublin or Limerick, rather two strong towers, later
known as the King’s and Queen’s Castles were built
defending the internal harbour in Castle Street.
In the city wealthy merchants lived in urban tower houses.
These were similar to the many tower houses found in
the countryside like Blarney but would have been smaller.
Examples survive in Youghal (Tynte’s Castle) and Kinsale
(Desmond Castle). An example in Cork was excavated in
the early 1970’s. This was Skiddy’s Castle at the junction
of Adelaide Street and North Main Street. An elaborately
carved mantelpiece still survives high up on a nearby
building.
Two early fortifications in the city were Blackrock Castle,
originally built in the 1580’s as an artillery tower to defend
shipping in the harbour and Elizabeth Fort on Barrack
Street. This was first built as an earthen fortification in
1601-02 around the site of a medieval church; St. Mary del
Nard. The earthen walls were demolished by the citizens
of Cork who refused to recognise James I as king of
England in 1603. They were forced to rebuild it soon after.
A more permanent stone built replacement was finished
by 1629 and still stands. In the harbour a stone artillery
fort was built at Corkbeg in 1569.
Very little survives of the tower houses that are known to
have existed around the medieval town. Only examples
at Dundanion Castle, Blackrock and Ringmahon Castle
in Mahon still stand. By the later medieval period (14501600) gunpowder weapons were beginning to make an
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appearance in Ireland. The increasing use of cannon
rendered traditional castles more and more vulnerable.
The higher walls of these were usually relatively thin and
so easily destroyed by cannon shot. As well as this social
tastes began to change and favour more comfortable
living conditions for the wealthy. This introduced the
fortified house. These generally were more domestic
house than castle with more and larger windows and
fewer defensive features like battlements or gun loops.
Examples that have been restored and are lived in are at
Carrigrohane Castle (1590s) and Monkstown Castle (1636).
In the period after 1600 fortification was the prerogative
of the state and less the responsibility of private
individuals. Larger and more complex artillery fortifications
began to be built such as Elizabeth Fort, James Fort
and Charles Fort. The latter two were in Kinsale, an
important port town. However both were relatively easily
captured when they were attacked, James Fort in 1649
and Charles Fort in 1690. The need for a larger anchorage
led to the construction of defensive structures around
Cork harbour. This could easily accommodate large
convoys of merchant ships as well as naval vessels. Its
proximity to the growing city of Cork meant that supply
and repair facilities could be located around the harbour
as well. Many of these defensive structures were initially
built when Britain was at war with France in the mid to
late eighteenth century but it was the long wars with
Napoleon that saw significant building works undertaken.
Large scale forts were built at the harbour mouth, Fort
Camden (1779-1860s); Fort Carlisle (1793-1815) and Fort
Westmoreland on Spike Island (1804-1860s). Convict
labour was used to build some parts of these which in
the case of Fort Westmoreland also housed prisoners
due for transportation to Australia. Haulbowline Island
next to Spike has six large storehouses built (1806-1824)
for naval stores, capable of holding sufficient supplies to
maintain the British South Atlantic Fleet for six months.
As well as these large structures smaller artillery towers,
Martello towers were built around the inner harbour like
Ringaskiddy and Belvelly at this time.
To house the large numbers of troops defending Cork
several new barracks were built. The New Barracks (now
Collins Barracks) was built for infantry in 1801-1806 while
an artillery and cavalry barracks was located near the
gunpowder factory in Ballincollig (1806-1815). The end of
the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 saw many of these military
sites put on a care and maintenance basis. Some were
periodically upgraded as new types of weaponry was
developed but gradually warfare became increasing fought
at longer range and with much more movement than it had
been in 1800. The harbour fortifications became training
depots although some large guns were positioned there
during the early twentieth century. The largest guns were
placed in a new battery at Templebreedy near Crosshaven
covering the entrance to Cork harbour. These were 9.2’’
guns. They were withdrawn from use in 1946. Such was
the force of the blast from them that they were rarely
fired as the cost of replacing broken window glass was
considered too high!

JUNE: SUMMER LUNCH 2018
Another very enjoyable ARIS Summer lunch was
held as usual in Monkstown Golf Club and the meal,
as usual, was excellent. Our thanks to Manager
Hilary Madden and the wonderful staff there.

In a later chat with ARIS Times, Billy recounted
how in 1929, before they married, his mother gave
a Christmas gift of a gent’s Rolex watch to her
intended. Billy’s father died at the young age of
42, and was laid out at home, with the help of the
family home help (or ‘char’). After the funeral, Harriet
noticed that the watch was missing, and could
not be found. Shortly afterwards, she called in to
the char’s living accommodation, to wish her bon
voyage, as the char was preparing to go to England
to visit relatives. Whilst there, Harriet noticed the
watch and ‘stole’ it back while the char had busied
herself in another room! Billy was later presented
with the watch for his First Communion, and
subsequently bestowed it upon his own son, also
named William Hastings Sullivan.

Enjoying the summer weather before lunch.

The Hastings name would seem to relate to the
maiden name of one of the female ancestors in the
Sullivan clan. Interestingly, many of us are familiar
with a well-known insurance man Padhraic Hastings,
former President of the Insurance Institute of
Limerick. There must be some family connection –
a future project for Billy to undertake?

Billy Sullivan (President of the Insurance Institute
of Cork 1974) gave a very interesting and enjoyable
presentation on his life and times on The South
Mall. Having worked for a short time in Suttons, Billy
moved to the Shield Insurance Company (now Zurich)
in Dublin. Subsequently, he moved back to Cork to
work with The Commercial Union Group (now Aviva).
Some years later, he was invited to join Sedgwick
Dineen and spent the rest of his working life broking.
Billy’s grandfather on his mother’s side was a
Fermanagh Presbyterian who, as a member of the
R.I.C., was posted to Limerick, where he met, fell in
love with, and married a Madigan from Lisdoonvarna.
He converted to Catholicism and their children were
raised as Catholics. Billy’s mother, Harriet Beacon,
the youngest of fourteen children, met and married
a Church of Ireland man from Limerick, a William
Hastings Sullivan.

He finished by paying a moving tribute to his wife
Mary, who died peacefully almost exactly 12 months
prior to Billy’s presentation, with the following words:

“This life is but a fleeting show,
For man’s illusion given,
The tears of joy, the tears of woe,
There’s nothing true but heaven”
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JUNE: SUMMER
LUNCH 2018 cont’d
We also had a presentation from Julie Oats (the
regional project officer for their Getting Started
Programme), on the activities of Age Action Ireland,
and several members were interested in availing
of their computer training courses.

L to R: Billy O’Neill and Billy Sullivan (Guest Speaker).

Paying the bill!

L to R: Julie Oaks with Chairperson Margaret Griffin.

L to R: Paddy Wallace, Tim McGrath, Finbarr & Mary
McGrath (Deputy Chair).

Enjoying the day!

L to R: Ger & Martina Dowling, Kevin O’Shea & the late
Rina O’Shea and Anne Moloney.
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JULY: Visit to Nano Nagle
Heritage Centre

SEPTEMBER: Outing
to Skibbereen
In September, we had a very well supported outing
to West Cork. Over 30 members went on this trip.
Members assembled early in the car park of Douglas
Golf Club for the coach trip to Skibbereen, where we
were deposited on the doorstep of the West Cork
Arts Centre.

Members at the start of the tour.

In July we had an enjoyable outing to the Nano
Nagle Heritage Centre on Douglas Street in Cork,
the heart of the South Parish. Nano Nagle Place
is an unexpected oasis in the centre of bustling
Cork City, a place that celebrates Nano Nagle’s
vision of empowerment through education,
community inclusion and spiritual engagement for a
contemporary world. The complex houses a heritage
centre, gardens, a café, and shop. The beautifully
regenerated convent buildings are home to several
educational charities. A new building on site houses
the Cork School of Architecture, a joint venture
between UCC and CIT.

After coffee, we had a guided tour of the “Coming
Home: Art and The Great Hunger” exhibition. This is
an exhibition of artwork from Ireland’s Great Hunger
Museum at Quinnipiac University, Connecticut, USA
(IGHM), which has the largest collection of Great
Hunger-related art in the world.

Group photo at the exhibition.

The restored chapel.

There is a fascinating insight into the history of
Cork in the Heritage centre. Nano Nagle’s tomb
is in the community graveyard, where the nuns of
the community have been traditionally buried. The
beautiful chapel designed by George Goldie in 1865
has been restored and preserved, and a new Garden
Room cafe has been built on the grounds near the
garden. Many members went to the cafe for lunch.

Chairperson Margaret making a presentation to our guide.

After the tour, the coach transported us to
Castletownshend, where we had a very enjoyable
lunch at Mary Ann’s Bar & Restaurant. The meal
and excellent service was enjoyed by all.
After lunch, some members took a walk to see the
local sights, including Saint Barrahane’s church with
it’s beautiful Harry Clarke stained glass windows this visit is not for the fainthearted due to the many
steps to be negotiated!

Nano Nagle’s tomb.
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SEPTEMBER: Outing
to Skibbereen cont’d

OCTOBER: Lunch & Short Play
in the CAT Club
An enthusiastic ARIS group gathered in the Cork Arts
Theatre just before noon on 4th October. Situated on
Carroll’s Quay, just off the Christy Ring Bridge and
almost directly across the river Lee from the Cork
Opera House, the CAT Club is a small, warm and
very inviting theatre.

Peaceful harbour at Castlehaven, Castletownshend..

Other members took a more leisurely rest after
lunch, and were entertained in the bar by our
own musicians.

Our host for the morning was artistic director Dolores
Mannion who was introduced by Chairperson
Margaret Griffin. Dolores extended a very warm
welcome to the members of ARIS before ushering
us into the adjoining theatre. Before the performance
Dolores gave a brief history of the Cork Arts Theatre.
Established in 1976 as a club by and for the arts
community in Cork, the fondly named “CAT Club”
quickly became a landmark, serving not only as
a venue for amateur and professional companies
alike, but also as the preferred meeting place and
socialising hub for all arts enthusiasts. From its
humble beginnings The Cork Arts Theatre has grown
from strength to strength under the direction of its
dedicated members and the leadership of its artistic
director and board of management.

St. Barrahane’s steps.

Enjoying Lunch!

Donal (mouth organ), Peg (button accordion) and Finbarr (violin).
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In 2004, thanks in no small part to the tireless
passion of long-time artistic director, Dolores
Mannion and the then chairman of the board,
Rodney Bolingbroke, the theatre was finally granted
funding for a long-needed refurbishment. The new
theatre reopened its brand new doors in November
2006 with a premiere performance of Patrick Galvin’s
‘The Cage’. Since then The Cork Arts Theatre has
been pioneering many initiatives, including outreach
programmes, writer’s competitions, schools
competitions and community drama festivals
to make theatre more accessible to the whole
community. Over 42 years on since its inception,
the Cork Arts Theatre continues to provide a vibrant
programme of events and looks forward with
great confidence to the next forty years. Cork Arts
Theatre has maintained two firm beliefs that have
remained central to its mission. The first is the belief
that theatre can be of enormous benefit to those
members of the community for whom it would not
ordinarily be a resource. Their mission in this regard
is to ensure that the venue remains accessible to as
many creative groups and individuals as possible.
The second is the belief that the most thoughtprovoking theatre is created by artists working
together in a spirit of mutual support and
encouragement. The Cork Arts Theatre, with the
support of the Arts Council, Cork City Council, the
theatre staff and Executive Committee will strive

NOVEMBER: ‘The South Mall
through the Centuries’ presented
by Alan Egan
The walls of Cork were built soon after the city
received its first charter in 1185. These walls defined
the city for the next five hundred years as the citizens
remained stolidly behind them, only opening the
Watergate to provide safe harbour for ships.

From the stage, Dolores gives ARIS members a brief history
of the theatre.

to play its part in facilitating the creation of quality
theatre with all the resources we have available.
They are grateful to the Arts Council and Cork City
Council for their valued support for the venue.
Following this brief historic journey, we sat back and
were then treated to an extract from the play ‘Belfast
Shirley’. As the name suggests, the background to
the play in based in the Northern city with subtle
references made to Andersonstown, Malone Road
and the Europa Hotel in the clever dialogue. The
original play was written by Willy Russell. It was set
in the English city of Liverpool and starred Hannah
Gordon in its earliest production. The play was
subsequently made into the famous film “Shirley
Valentine” which stars Pauline Collins. For the next
forty minutes we were taken through the emotions of
humour, sorrow and the various facets of a humdrum
marriage as seen through the eyes of Shirley, played
by Dolores Mannion herself in an exceptional one
woman show.
Afterwards we enjoyed soup and sandwiches at
the hands of the CAT Club’s courteous and efficient
catering staff.

However, the siege of 1690 and particularly the
use of cannon by the Earl of Marlborough changed
everything. The walls came down, they were never
rebuilt, and the city rapidly developed eastwards.
A major part of this expansion was the emergence
from the marshes of what was to become South
Mall. In the early 1700s, the northern embankment
began to make its relentless way towards what is
now Parnell Place, followed by the development of
Dunbar’s Marsh and Morrison’s Island to the south.

The attentive audience!).

The waterway between these two sides was later
covered over and by the early 1800s, South Mall
stood pretty much as it is today, a fine boulevard,
splendid buildings, a most desirable address.
Given that its 19th century residents were for the
most part wealthy merchants, it was inevitable that
South Mall would become a place of business, a
financial hub, and a base for the legal profession.
By 1850, the exodus to the suburbs was already
under way, as was the commercialisation of the
Mall. The buildings became, and still are, much
sought-after locations for insurance firms, banks,
other financial institutions, businessmen’s clubs,
schools and colleges, solicitors’ firms, accountants,
estate agents, etc.
This illustrated presentation was a ‘lucky dip’ into
the rich heritage of this iconic thoroughfare,
complete with images, stories and histories

Early arrivals at the theatre patiently await the start of the play.
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South Mall (photo Alan Egan).

associated with some of South Mall’s familiar and
lesser-known buildings. Take the fine houses of
Jameson’s Row, for example, whose changing story
over the past two centuries perhaps mirrors the
evolution of the Mall itself. Or 30 South Mall, whose
present name harks back to the time when it housed
Alf Jacob’s Electric, Salt, Warm and Plunge Baths.
Look at no. 5, possibly the first purpose-built office
building erected on South Mall c.1890, and think
back to its previous existence in the 1700s when it
was the Royal Exchange Assurance Engine House
(this being a time when some insurance companies
had their own private fire brigades). Consider how
Protestant Hall morphed into the Assembly Rooms,
later simply ‘the Assems’. What were the origins of
the ‘Cork & County’?

Alan in full flow!

Other stories touched upon the terrible fire which
gutted Suttons in 1963, the killing of LieutenantColonel Smyth in the War of Independence, and
how South Mall become known (albeit very briefly)
as Sráid an Phiarsaigh.
The ever-changing nature of the Mall, from early
days to modern times, was vividly brought to light,
finishing with references to the current input of
Cork City Council and to some major developments
presently under way. Including, of course, the
spectacle of the mid-summer Long Table Dinner.
Presentation to Alan by Ger Dowling.
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PAT TWOMEY APPRECIATION
Pat Twomey was born in
Shanbally in 1948 and lived
there all his life. He started
his working life in Insurance
Corporation of Ireland (ICI) in
late 1966 and became lifelong
friends with Tony Griffin, who
had started with ICI in April
1966. After two or three years,
Pat moved to the Shield (now
Zurich) as a sales inspector,
and subsequently moved to the
Irish National, where he met Bill
Cullinane.

LAUNCH OF THE RAY
FITZGERALD PERPETUAL
GOLF TROPHY
A large number of members (mostly but not all golfafflicted) assembled in Douglas Golf Club on 15th
August for the inauguration of a new golf trophy
to be awarded to the winners of the annual Golf
Society’s Captain’s Prize. The trophy bears the name
of one of Cork’s most illustrious sons, a man who,
had he resisted the undoubted attractions of life in
the insurance lane, could well have become Ireland’s
answer to George Melly, Jools Holland or Ronnie
Scott. We speak of course of none other than Ray
Fitzgerald, ex Bruen’s, ex Shield, ex Fitzgerald’s,
ex Bain O’Donnell, ex Commercial Insurance Brokers
and ex-drummer in a jazz band - and an all-round
exceller.
“On 21st October 1981,” our Chair, Margaret Griffin,
advised, “Ray Fitzgerald achieved his dream
of forming an association for retired insurance
personnel under the aegis of the Insurance Institute
of Cork. Under his guidance and stewardship, ARIS
membership and activities have grown extensively
over the past 37 years”
Margaret continued: “Ray has been associated
with the insurance profession for almost 73 years,
having started his apprenticeship with the late Jimmy
Bruen, insurance broker and champion golfer. He
has an encyclopaedic knowledge of the South Mall’s
insurance history, where he learnt to impart the
principles of insurance practice so professionally
throughout his working life.”
Margaret expressed her delight at having this

In October 1977, Pat and Bill
set up a brokerage at 16 South
Mall, and they operated a
very successful business. Pat
was a Fellow of the Chartered
Insurance Institute and was
highly regarded in the Insurance
Industry. He was president of
the Insurance Institute of Cork
in 1989/90.
We remember Pat, his wife
Catherine and his children
Richard, Suzanne and Margaret
this Christmas time.

opportunity to mark the launch of the Ray Fitzgerald
Golf Trophy, to be competed for in the upcoming
Golf Society event at Douglas Golf Club on the 13th
September – an event, she carefully emphasised,
that was open to both male and female ARIS
members! With that, Margaret invited Ray to present
the trophy to the current Golf Society Captain,
Donal O’Leary.

In his address, Ray thanked Margaret “for those
humbling words”. He acknowledged the work put
in by Margaret and ARIS Secretary Ger Dowling in
bringing this event to fruition. He went on to say: “If
ever a name should be on this cup, it should be that
of Declan Canton”, and that regretfully neither Declan
nor his wife Noelle could be present at its launch.
“Declan was in at the very beginning when the
society was formed. He was very much associated
with the Newsletter we had years ago. The
Newsletter ended up in the now highly successful
and very popular ARIS Times magazine, thanks to
Maurice Griffin” said Ray, and he publicly thanked
Maurice, who was present.
Ray mused “I was thinking that in the event I could
not make this meeting, who could step in for me –
some who knows even less about golf than I do.
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Of course, there was only one man – he knows
less about any sport than I do, and that man is Billy
Sullivan!” When the laughter died down, and Billy
Sullivan resumed his composure, Ray addressed
the subject of golf by referring to tips given by Seve
Ballesteros as to how golfers should address and
strike the ball, as reported by Charlie Mulqueen in
the Cork Examiner following a Shield Life-sponsored
event in August of 1983:

Ray Fitzgerald presents his perpetual trophy to Michael Lawlor,
Captain of the inaugural winning team.

will be many golf widows over the next few months as
members will be out practising, as they vie to be the
first to have their name inscribed on the trophy, and I
for one will not be found wanting!” Donal continued
“I hope you will have many years to come to be able
to present this trophy. Go raibh míle míle maith agat”
- the harder you hit it, the higher the ball will fly;
- to avoid topping, keep your head down and in
balance;
- to hit a long drive, tee up high;
- in bunkers, you control the distance by the speed
of your hands;
- arms and hands are the most important things
in golf;
Ray promised to discuss these tips with Billy
Sullivan, (presumably at the 19th tee) and to report
their findings at a later date. Ray recalled that his
insurance adventure began in 1945 when Jimmy
Bruen called into the family shop – Fitzgerald
Outfitters on Patrick Street- and suggested to Joe
Fitzgerald that he was looking for an apprentice, and
to send his brother Ray down to the office for an
interview, which was successful. Jimmy Bruen was
a well-known golfer who shortly afterwards won the
British Open Amateur Championship.
“I vividly remember him as he was bringing the trophy
across the South Mall to the office. The excitement
was unbelievable”. Thus motivated, Ray tried his
hand at this golf business and was spotted by
Jimmy one day out on the course. Next day, he was
summoned to Jimmy’s office. “Unless you give up
playing golf, you’re out of this service” said Jimmy,
and Ray never attempted to play since! On that note,
the golfing agnostic presented the trophy to this
year’s Golf Society Captain, Donal O’Leary.
In his response, Donal commented that the name of
Ray Fitzgerald was synonymous with the insurance
industry in Cork. “This cup will be a monument to
Ray, for, every year it is presented, his name will be
glorified among those who play golf. No doubt there
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Our Chair then called on John Boylan, Captain of
Douglas Golf Club to say a few words. John, who
was deputising for Kate McCann, the club’s first lady
President in 107 years, praised the long-standing
relations between the club and ARIS, say that the
two ARIS lunches he and his wife attended were
undoubtedly the highlights of his year of office. As
a friend of Alan, Ray’s son, he had often been in the
Fitzgerald household. “The Fitzgeralds have a wicked
sense of humour, but also a wonderful kindness
about them, and founding ARIS was a product of that
kindness. ARIS is an example that could be followed
by many organisations”. To find out the first name to
be inscribed on the trophy, go to Golf Notes.

INSURANCE INSTITUTE NOTES 2018
IICork President William Sullivan with ARIS guests, including Chairperson Margaret Griffin.

Insurance Institute of Ireland:
President 2018/19: Jim Duncan
Insurance Institute of Cork:
President 2017/18: William Sullivan
Deputy President: Morgan O’Toole
ARIS and its members wish all the officers
congratulations and wish them well in their
duties representing the Institute.
The Annual Dinner was held at the Clayton Hotel
Silver Springs Convention Centre on Friday
26th January 2017. The host was President,
William Sullivan, who welcomed a variety of
guests, including Simon Coveney TD, An Tanaiste
and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and
Councillor Tony Fitzgerald, Lord Mayor of Cork.
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PAST TIMES
Sun Alliance & London (SAL)
Former staff of the SAL at no.1 South Mall held a
reunion in their “branch office” in Moore’s Hotel in
2000. This year, it was decided that another reunion
was overdue and an enjoyable get together took
place in the South County Bar in Douglas. About
30 former staff attended and the night was a great
opportunity to catch up.

A RECOLLECTION
of Past Institute Dinners
The Insurance Institute of Cork was founded in 1923
so this year 2018/19 is our 96th Session. Will this
year’s dinner in January next be our 96th?

Back in 2000, musical entertainment was provided
by ‘The two Finbarrs’, Garrett and Moloney (below).

And finally, the cast of “Swanee, the Sunalon Swan”
performed by Cork Branch SAL staff, around 1970,
in the Group Theatre in South Main Street, in aid of
the Insurance Institute Charities.

The President’s Dinner is the great showpiece of
our annual activities and down the years has always
been attended in large numbers. It is our members’
opportunity to host some of their clients as guests
at the proceedings. Indeed during living memory we
have had to move the venue on several occasions
to accommodate the demand for tickets. We now
find ourselves in the Convention Centre at Silver
Springs Hotel second only to the City Hall in catering
capacity.
The organising of the dinner is mainly the
responsibility of the Deputy President. For a while
however Ray Fitzgerald acted as a voluntary Dinner
Secretary starting in Jim Cassidy’s year ’74-’75
retiring some years later. No volunteer has come
forward since I had the pleasure of sitting in on
Ray’s post mortems with the hotels and you were
certainly learning from the Master. His approach
was governed by his belief that the hotel should be
paying us for teaching them how to run a successful
event. In addition the hotel benefited from the
publicity generated due to its size.
Guest speakers over the years have included various
government ministers, at least one Taoiseach,
the President Mary McAleese in Denis Kelleher’s
year, one Nobel Laureate and the President of the
European Parliament.

L to R: Ned McSweeney, Ger Dowling, Joe Matthews, Ken
Flynn and Harold Wann
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Entertainment for many years included sketches
from the late Michael Twomey and Frank Duggan.
We also had on one occasion a female singing trio
called the ‘Nualas’. In Paul Kavanagh’s year (2016)
we had the Barrack Street Band reputed to be the
oldest brass and reed band in the country, founded
in 1837. We were also entertained on the big TV

screen by Munster Rugby as the defeated a UK
opponent in a Heineken Cup Match!
Menu cards have evolved over time. For many years
the remained largely unchanged with the City of
Cork coat of arms on the front encircled with the
words ‘’ The Insurance Institute of Cork Founded
1923 ‘’. The coat of arms was never in colour until
1994. Even then it was a problem because there was
no colour printing facility in Cork, one had to go to
Dublin. As luck would have it about that time a new
printing franchise opened on the South Mall run by
Mick Fitzgibbon, called Snap Printing.

reason the 1950 President, Henry Gorsuch, did not
hold a dinner. Attendances peaked in the 1990’s and
were regularly in excess of 500.
Finally will we be attending our 96th Dinner in
January next? Obviously not if there was none held
in 1950. Folk memory (Ray Fitz.) had it that our
dinners started sometime in the 1940’s. Probably
1945’ish and that the first ladies to attend were Jane
(Jennie) Dowdell in her capacity as Lord Mayor in
1959 and the then President’s wife Elsie Matthews
to accompany her.
Folk memory got a shock when our research dug
up a report in the then Cork Examiner dated 17th
January 1927. It was headed ‘Cork Insurance
Institute – Annual Dinner’. It was held in the Victoria
Hotel, presided over by Mr. P. McGrath Vice
President and ‘a large number of ladies present’.

Golden Jubilee Commemorative Dinner 1973

Mick suggested that he take a colour photograph
of the President’s medallion and then re-produce
this on the front of the menu card. It worked like a
dream and we had 2500 cards printed with a view to
covering the next 4/5 dinners. Over the last seven or
eight dinners the cards vary each year and we saw
a new ‘one off innovation’ in 2016 when President
Paul Kavanagh included a page listing all Past
Presidents since 1923. It is worth recording that we
have had three father and son presidencies starting
with W.G.Johnston ( 1948-49 ) and his son David
in 1992-93. Then followed Ray Fitzgerald (1973-74)
and Alan in 2009-10 with Billy Sullivan (1975-76) and
son William in 2017-18.
Our first lady President was Catherine O’Regan in
1984-85 but it took another 24 years ( 2008-09 ) for
Mary Scannell to break through. Since then we have
had Rosaleen Mackeown, Susan Stanley-Lane and
soon to be Fiona Charles.
Some thoughts on past dinners. There was the
‘lights out night’ the first time we moved to Silver
Springs Hotel. On another evening we introduced
a ladies table for the partners of visiting institute
presidents. However the Lord Mayor’s wife would
not sit there as she wanted to sit at the top table
next to her husband --- she didn’t attend! In the
early 90’s we began to record the speakers and later
video was introduced. For some long since forgotten

First Coloured Menu Card
1994

Included in the attendance was Lord Mayor S.
French, P. Crowley President Cork Chamber of
Commerce, R. S. Anthony President Cork Workers’
Council and 21 other gentlemen were individually
named. Mr. McGrath in his toast to “The Trade
and Commerce of Cork” assured his audience that
“he had never worn anything but clothes of Irish
material”. He also referred to the main objective
of the Institute which was “the bringing together in
closer co-operation of the insurance representatives
and making the insurance profession in Cork the
power it ought to be”. He also stated that this was
the first occasion on which they had embarked
upon an annual dinner. In his reply Mr. Crowley said
he was “sorry to say that such social gatherings
were too few amongst them”. In supporting the toast
Mr. Anthony told his listeners that he had “come in
contact with many insurance men’’ and that they
were “men of the highest intelligence fitted for any
position in the commercial life of the country”.
So what number dinner will we mark next January?
Your guess is as good as ours!
As an aside, when your researcher mentioned to
a non-insurance friend the difficulty in reading the
small print in the 1927 article his reply was “isn’t that
always the trouble with insurance - the small print?”
Kieran Canniffe in collaboration with Ray Fitzgerald.
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ARIS NEWS

Majella King (Chair), Dermot Murray (CEO Insurance Institute), Arlene O’Brien (President, Insurance Institute of Galway),
John Walsh (Deputy President Insurance Institute of Galway and Noel Grealish (Independent TD).

Friday 13th of April 2018, marked the inaugural
meeting of Galway ARIS in the Menlo Park Hotel
with an attendance of 30 prospective members
present. Majella King (Future Insurance Brokers)
welcomed all and in particular Dermot Murray,
C.E.O. Insurance Institute, Arlene O’Brien, President,
Galway Insurance Institute, John Walsh, Incoming
President, Galway Insurance Institute and Ger
Dowling, ARIS Cork. Noel Grealish TD was also
in attendance.
Majella gave a brief outline of how the idea for
Galway ARIS came about and contacted a number
of retired insurance personnel of the Insurance
Industry in Galway. A committee was formed,
contacts were made and Galway ARIS was born.
It was envisaged that 3/4 events would be planned
for the year commencing with a night at the dogs
at Galway Greyhound Track in May, a Summer
Outing, visit to the Dáil in September and December
Christmas lunch. Membership fee would be €25
per annum. Dermot Murray, C.E.O. Insurance
Institute was delighted to be present and pledged
his support to Galway ARIS. He emphasised the
importance of retired colleagues keeping in touch
following retirement and praised Majella for her drive
and leadership in forming Galway ARIS.
Ger Dowling, representing Cork ARIS, spoke of
their mission statement ‘Contact is Key’, outlined
the various types of activities undertaken in their
programme of events and gave an overview of
how Cork ARIS operates
.
Arlene, President, Galway Insurance Institute,
thanked Majella, Dermot, and Ger for their input into
the meeting and was pleased that Galway ARIS was
now up and running, promising full support.
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The inaugural committee consisted of the following:
Chairperson: Majella King.
Hon Sec/Treasurer: Amanda Dempsey.
Committee Members: Michael O’Regan, John
McGinley, Les Perry, Gerry Bradley, Tony Royliston,
Eoghan O’Sullivan, Ms Mary Burke, and John Melia.
In conclusion, Majella thanked all in attendance
and hoped that they would spread the word about
Galway ARIS, confident in the knowledge that they
would achieve their objective: Keeping in Contact.

Majelle King (Chair), Amanda Dempsey (Hon Secretary),
Nola Fernandez and Grace Malone.

Vincent Walsh, Les Perry, Bernie Morrissey and Jim
Mulrooney.

INSURANCE
CHARITIES
JAZZ LUNCH
2018
IIC CORK President, Morgan O’Toole, welcomes member and guests to the Jazz Lunch 2018

As always, the Cork Jazz festival
weekend is inextricably linked with
the Insurance Institute of Cork
and the Insurance Charities
fundraising lunch.
And of course the common link is Ray Fitzgerald,
whose lifelong interest in Jazz led to the founding
of the Cork Jazz festival in 1977, and subsequently
the founding of ARIS in 1982 (will it be known as
Cork ARIS going forward, now that there is also
a Galway ARIS?).
Host IIC President Morgan O’Toole opened the
proceedings by welcoming the guest, and then
handed over to Adrienne O’Sullivan, CEO Das
Ireland and Trustee & Director of Insurance
Charities in Ireland, and she explained the work
of the Insurance Charities, and this was later
expanded on by Kieran Canniffe of ARIS,
who is the local Charities Officer.

Cork ARIS Members enjoying the Jazz Lunch

Lamarotte Jazz Band from Holland entertaining the guests before lunch.
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The Birth and Rise of the LIA in Ireland (1978-2018)
Finbarr McGrath / Kieran Canniffe
Little did any of the four people who came together
in Cork, in December 1977 with the aim of bringing
the Life Insurance Association to Ireland dream that
forty years later it would be an integral part of the
life of ALL people involved in any way, shape or
form in ‘The Life Insurance Business’.
Back then, the ‘Quartet’ were simply intending
to replicate the ‘Association’ which had been
established in England by Clive Holmes, Ken
Clark and others some years earlier. It was an
organisation which sought to bring together –
Life Insurance Salespeople from all the diverse
backgrounds that existed i.e. Direct Sales forces,
Company Representatives, Industrial Branch
Salesmen and Brokers. - with a view to raising the
‘profile’ of the ‘Life Assurance Salesman’.
This would be achieved by:
a) Sharing Sales ideas and fostering ‘camaraderie’
among an often isolated and lonely group
of ‘peddlers of policies’ (to quote Bruce W.
Etherington. CLU, CHFC, CFP and renowned
Industry Speaker.)
b) Improving business standards
c) Eliminating unprofessional practices
d) Sponsoring the continues advance of education
of staff, with courses, seminars and lectures
e) Earning mutual respect and cooperation with
Government and Professional Bodies in relation
to the Life Insurance Business.
Being a member of the LIFE INSURANCE
ASSOCIATION gave a certain ‘respectability’ to
these Salespeople not least because they were now
governed by a ‘Code of Conduct’ which put the
needs of the client at the very centre of any contract
being proposed or arranged.
Back to the story; the four individuals concerned
were Brian K. Monaghan, Michael V. Sheehan,
Kieran Canniffe and Finbarr McGrath, all were
members of the U.K. based Life Insurance
Association and were attending the 7th Life
Assurance Congress at Wembley Convention
Centre in London. Full of enthusiasm, having heard
speaker after speaker “each one better than the
other” they resolved there and then to “bring the
LIA to Ireland”.
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On their return to Cork an ad hoc committee was
formed: Kieran (Chairman), Michael (Treasurer),
Finbarr (Secretary) and Brian (Regional Officer).
The inaugural meeting was held on the 20th
February 1978. The Guest Speaker was Ken
Clarke, then President of LIA and the meeting
was held in the Imperial Hotel, South Mall, Cork
at 7:45pm. There was an attendance of 48 people
including nine visitors from Dublin. Eleven Life
Companies were represented as follows:
Norwich Union, Shield Life, Friends Provident,
New Ireland, Life Assoc. Of Scotland, Caledonian,
Canada Life, Irish Life, ICI Life, Sun Life of Canada
and Law Union & Rock. The late Liam J. Dynan
FCII, then President of the Insurance Institute of
Cork, was among the attendance.
All present that evening were invited to the next
meeting set for the 20th of March, by which time a
full programme for the coming year, including the
First Annual Dinner, would be in place. The Dinner
was scheduled for the 24th November 1978. The
AGM to take place on the 8th January 1979.
The Dinner was attended by twenty one (21)
members and two guests, the late Cyril Treacy
President Insurance Institute of Cork and the late

Denis Baker, Guest Speaker and President of the
Life Insurance Association. THAT dinner is STILL
talked about today and stories told by Denis
Baker, regularly told and retold – what a speaker
– what an entertainer! The Secretary’s Report on
the proceedings of the first AGM held on the 8th
January 1979 shows membership at 50 and money
in the bank £2.10 shillings.
The elected committee for 1979 as follows:
Kieran Canniffe, Finbarr McGrath, Michael
Sheehan, Peter Barry, Tony Horgan and
Tom Murray.
In September 1979 the Dublin region was formed
with Colin Traub in the Chair and Russ McDevitt as
Regional Officer.

seamless. Under Pat’s stewardship a completely
new and sophisticated computer system was
installed, with minimal disruption and the 10,000
member ceiling was breached.
It has to be acknowledged here that the success
of the foregoing Executives would have counted for
nought, if it were not for the incredibly brilliant staff
who worked tirelessly throughout the years.
Although Dublin is clearly ‘Head Office’ the
Cork Region has, over the years, produced four
Presidents: Ted Dwyer, John Donnery, Jim Barry
and Séamus Fox. Clodagh Sheehan, daughter of
the late Michael Sheehan is a Board Member.
Roll on Golden Jubilee!

Cork’s ‘Day in the sun’ was about to be eclipsed,
by dint of sheer numbers. But it has to be said that
it was done in the true spirit of the Founders of the
LIA (Clive Holmes, Ken Clarke et al) of ‘sharing and
caring’. The Dublin Region soon realised that the
“only way for the LIA” was up, so very quickly
a young Brendan Glennon was appointed to the
role of Administrator of the Association and the
‘Rise’ of LIA took off.
During Brendan’s tenure, membership grew to an
unbelievable 7,000. Brendan is the only person

Ted Dwyer 2002

The four
Presidents
from the
Cork
Region:

John Donnery 2005

1978 Dinner, with L to R: Michael Sheehan, Cyril Tracey,
Kieran Canniffe, Denis Baker, Brian Monaghan, and
Finbarr McGrath

to have been President of the Life Insurance
Association and President of Life Insurance
Association of Ireland. A unique achievement for a
unique man and one which will never be repeated!
Following Brendan’s’ retirement, the Association
was most fortunate to acquire the services of
another extremely talented administrator, our
current Chief Executive Officer, Pat O’Sullivan.
Such was the expertise of both men, that, the
transfer of power from one to the other was

Jim Barry 2009

Seamus Fox 2014
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LIA List of Past Chairpersons

40th anniversary dinner at the Imperial Hotel, Pat O’Sullivan CEO LIA together with founding
members Kieran & Finbarr and Clodagh representing her father, the late Michael Sheehan.

1978/79
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
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Kieran Canniffe
Finbarr McGrath
Robert Kelly
Peter Barry
Kieran Kelly
Noel Dillon
Thomas Murray
Michael Daly
Liam O’Donovan
Tadg McCarthy
Brian Kearney
Mark O’Sullivan
Ken Fitzgerald
Michael Sheehan
Paul Dennehy
Timothy McCarthy
Mary Catchpole
Donal Buckley
Alan Egan
Colin Glavin

1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

John Donnery
Joe O’Leary
John Hayes
Jim Barry
Michael Sheehan
Anthony Horgan
Seamus Fox
Sean Lynch
Richard Riordan
Austin Stack
Sean McCarthy
Clodagh Sheehan
Martin Caulfield
Finbarr O’Sullivan
Karen Goodliffe
Josephine Cussen
Michael Kavanagh
Tony Hayes
Paul O’Donoghue
Maurice Ryan

Clodagh Sheehan,
Board Member.

GOLF NOTES 2018
The Spring outing was held at Water Rock
Golf Club on Thursday 17th May 2018.
The first scramble of the year was held in
fine weather conditions. We had a group of
19 players, which gave us 5 teams of 3 and 1
team of 4 players, with apologies received from
5 members. After very strong scoring from all
teams, Dermot Barron, Maurice Griffin & Tony
Brooks were victorious, closely followed in
second place by Tom Meade, Michael & John
O’Riordan.
The Autumn outing was held in Douglas Golf
Club on Thursday 13th September. A relatively
fine day saw 20 members, with 7 apologies.
This was an auspicious occasion, as the
teams were competing for the first time for
the recently commissioned Ray Fitzgerald
ARIS Golf Trophy. Six teams, comprising the 20
members, competed. After keen competition
Michael Lawlor, Anthony Horgan & Tony
Brooks were the winners. Only one shot gross
separated the first 4 teams and the winners.
Captain Donal O’Leary presented the prizes on
both occasions and complimented all those
associated with hosting the outings. He also
commented on what a wonderful organisation
ARIS is and how proud he was to be the
captain of the Golf Society. At the Autumn
outing, Ray Fitzgerald presented his trophy to
the winning captain, Michael Lawlor, with some
appropriate and amusing comments. Michael
Lawlor replied that he was proud to be the first
holder of the trophy. The committee thanked
John Packham for his assistance with team
selection and past chair Finbarr Garrett for
providing photographic services.

L to R: Spring Winners Maurice Griffin, Donal O’Leary
(Golf Society Captain), Dermot Barron and Tony Brooks

L to R: Autumn Winners Tony Brooks, Donal O’Leary
(Society Golf Captain), Michael Lawlor and Anthony Horgan.

Captain Donal O’Leary nominated Michael
Kelly as Captain for 2019, to universal approval,
and Michael accepted the nomination.

DIARY:
Spring 2019: 16th May…Water Rock GC
Autumn 2019: 12th Sept…Douglas GC
Michael Lawlor accepting the Ray Fitzgerald Cup.
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GOLF NOTES cont’d

On 27th May, an ARIS team comprising
Margaret Griffin, Kieran Canniffe, Michael
Lawlor and Brian O’Donoghue took part in
the LIA golf outing to Castlemartyr.

Action shot from Water Rock GC!

L to R: Autumn Winners Tony Brooks, Donal O’Leary
(Society Golf Captain), Michael Lawlor and Anthony Horgan.

Refreshments before the golf.

The ARIS team getting ready to start - Margaret Griffin,
Brendan O’Donoghue, Michael Lawlor and Kieran Canniffe.
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ARIS Chairpersons
1982
1983/4
1985
1986/7
1988/95
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005/6
2007/8
‘09/10/11
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

JB Maher
Noel Gavin
Liam Stack
Tom Lapthorne
Jack Power
Garret Tobin
Gertie Gavin
Joe Matthews
Denis O’Donoghue
Maurice Casey
Donie Cremin
Jim O’Keeffe
Ray Fitzgerald
JB Forde
Kieran Canniffe
Declan Canton
Brendan Lyons
Jim Heappey
Aidan Duggan
Declan O’Connor
Michael Kavanagh
Tom Lynch
Maurice Griffin
Noel Dillon
Ger Dowling
Ger Manning
Finbarr McGrath
Finbarr Garrett
Finbarr Moloney
Margaret Griffin

Irish Life
Royal
Irish Life
Royal Liver
Scottish Provident
Irish Life
Sun Alliance
Irish Life
Irish Life
Royal Liver
Irish Life
Commercial Ins. Bkrs
Norwich Union
Eagle Star Life
Eagle Star
Phoenix & Cusack Ins.
General Accident
Royal
Royal
Allianz
City Life
Zurich
Royal-OMBG
RSA
RSA
Royal/Sheehan Ins
Sun Alliance London
Allianz
Aviva Life

ARIS Committee 2017
Chairperson:
Deputy Chair
Hon Sec/Treas:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
Hon Auditor
Golf Secretary
Golf Society Captain

Margaret Griffin.
Mary McGrath.
Ger Dowling.
Finbarr Garrett.
Finbarr McGrath.
Finbarr Moloney.
Kieran Canniffe.
Tony Brooks.
Alan Campbell.
Tom Potts.
Ray Fitzgerald.
Noel Dillon
Kevin O’ Shea.
Colm Coffey.
Tony Brooks.
Donal O’ Leary.

f facebook.com/ariscork

Noticeboard
1.

2018 AGM: THURSDAY
17th JANUARY, 11.OOam
DOUGLAS GC.

4.

PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR RETIRED
FRIENDS TO JOIN ARIS

We are actively seeking new 		
members.

3.

SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW DUE 		
MEMBERS: €25.
OUTSIDE CITY AND CO CORK: €10.
To facilitate administration/treasurer the 		
committee requests all members to remit 		
membership fee promptly, thank you!

Membership due by 31st January 2019

4.

ARIS MONTHLY MEETINGS

5.

ARCHIVES

6.

The first THURSDAY of each month at
Douglas Golf Club. See inside front
cover for Programme of Events.

If you have any old photos, stories
or other memorabilia, please let 		
us know they may feature if a future
ARIS Times and we are building 		
an archive for future generations 		
to research. Please email details to:
info@ariscork.ie

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

If your contact details have changed
(address, email, mobile phone no.)
please let us know so that we can
continue to keep in touch.
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SPONSORS
Aviva
✶✶✶✶

O’Leary Ins Group

Gold Adjusting Group

Allianz

✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶

✶

✶✶✶✶

Arachas Corporate Bkrs

Aon/Aon Hewitt

Brosnan Boylan Golden Ltd

Bluebird Care

✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶

✶✶✶✶

✶✶

✶✶✶✶

Barrett Financial

Cuffe & Co (Ins) Ltd

City Life

Coughlan (L&P) Consultants

✶

✶✶✶✶

✶

✶✶✶✶✶✶

Owens McCarthy Ltd

Alan Fitzgerald

Liberty

✶✶✶✶

✶✶

Ken Fitzgerald Financial
Services

Fitzgerald Ins Kanturk

✶✶✶✶
Invesco Co Ltd

✶✶

✶✶✶✶

AXA Broker

Irish Life Broker Services

Insight Risk Management

✶✶

✶✶

✶✶✶✶

Jardine Lloyd Thompson

Larry O’Mahony

Documatics

Ireland

Financial Services

✶ ✶ ✶✶

✶

Adrian Murphy Life
& Pensions

McCarthy Insurance Group

✶✶

✶✶✶✶

Aidan Murphy Insurances Ltd

New Ireland Assurance

OMI

OSG Loss Adjusters

✶✶

✶✶✶✶✶✶

✶✶

✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶

O’Mahony Boylan Golden Ltd

Frank O’Connor Life
& Pensions

Pratt Insurances Ltd

RSA

✶✶

✶✶

✶✶✶✶

Thornton and Partners

VHI

Aviva Life

Windmill Insurance Ltd

✶✶

✶✶✶✶

✶✶

✶✶

Willis Risk Services

Wallace Financial Services

Wallace Claims Management

Zurich Life

✶✶✶✶

✶✶

✶✶

✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶

✶✶✶✶
MBC

✶✶

✶✶✶✶

✶✶
McCarthy Investment
Services

✶✶✶✶

Zurich

FBD

✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶✶

✶✶

Thank You

to all our sponsors...
longstanding and new.

w www.ariscork.ie

e info@ariscork.ie

f facebook.com/ariscork

